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One-day Workshop on Full Depth Reclamation Technology
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Greetings from NATPAC...

The major activities of NATPAC during the
period January - March 2024 are presented in
this Newsletter. During the period under report
2 research papers in scientific journals and 1
conference proceeding have been published and
6 research papers were presented in national/
international seminars by the Scientists of NATPAC.

NATPAC in association with LSGD - Kerala State
Rural Roads Development Agency (KSRRDA)
conducted One-Day Workshop on Full Depth
Reclamation Technology at Thiruvananthapuram,
Ernakulam, and Kozhikode where representatives
from various government departments and
construction sector participated. The workshop
was held at - Thiruvananthapuram on 8th
January 2024 at Parijatham Auditorium, IMG,
Thiruvananthapuram; at Emakulam on 10th
January 2024 at GCDA Conference Hall, Jawaharlal
Nehru International Stadium, Ernakulam and at
Calicut on 12th January 2024 at Bhaskara Hall,
National Institute of Technology (NIT), Calicut.

As part of observance of Road Safety Month 2024,
NATPAC in association with various academic
institutions organized 22 road safety training
programmes across the 14 districts in Kerala
covering the road users like Youth, Driving School
Instructors, Ambulance Drivers, Educational
Institution Bus Drivers, etc.

In the month of March 2024, the Civil Engineering
Division of the School of Engineering of the
Cochin University of Science and Technology
(CUSAT) and KSCSTE-National Transportation
Planning and Research Centre (NATPAC) signed
a Memorandum of Understanding to collaborate
on research in various sectors.

As the Director of NATPAC, I thank all the
scientific, technical and administrative staff of
NATPAC for their wholehearted cooperation for
taking NATPAC to greater heights.

With Best Wishes
Prof.(Dr.) Samson Mathew

Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment
(KSCSTE) - National Transportation Planning and Research
Centre (NATPAC) in association with LSGD - Kerala State
Rural Roads Development Agency (KSRRDA) conducted
One-Day Workshop on Full Depth Reclamation Technology
at Thiruvananthapuram, Ernakulam, and Kozhikode where
representatives from various government departments and
construction sector participated. The technical sessions were
handled by experts from IITs/NITs, engineers from various
government departments and technology providers such as
Zydex, RoadstaB, AVS Inno Infra, Vishwa Samudra Engineering
and Avijeet Agencies.

The workshop at Thiruvananthapuram was held on 8th January
2024 at Parijatham Auditorium, IMG, Thiruvananthapuram; at
Ernakulam on 10th January 2024 at GCDA Conference Hall,
Jawaharlal Nehru International Stadium, Ernakulam and at
Calicut on 12th January 2024 at Bhaskara Hall, National Institute
of Technology (NIT), Calicut.

Prof. Dr. K P Sudheer, Ex Officio Principal Secretary, Science ¢
Technology Department and Executive Vice President, KSCSTE
inaugurating the FDR workshop at Thiruvananthapuram

Sl

Pa-r.!in'pa‘n.r.s ofthe FDR wrkp at Ernakulam




Volume I, Issue 1 | January-March 2024 Mobility NewsLetter

One-day Workshop On Cirguriized b .
f 3 e X natoac)

' FULL DEPTH  Ho, om0
@ RECLAMATION  eciicoos :

TECHNOLOGY  [uiiisiy
Hational Institute of Technology (NIT), Calicut g

g -

Participants of the FDR workshop at Calicut

Observance of National Road Safety Month 2024

As part of observance of Road Safety Month 2024, Drivers, Educational Institution Bus Drivers, etc. Various
NATPAC in association with various academic snapshots of road safety programmes conducted across
institutions organized 22 road safety training programmes  the state is shown in the figure below. The detailed
across the 14 districts in Kerala covering the road users schedule of the training programmes is represented in
like Youth, Driving School Instructors, Ambulance the Table.

Road Safety Month 2024
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Road Safety Month 2024 - Training Programmes by KSCSTE-NATPAC

District Target Group Training Programme

Participants

One-day training
Youth programme for Driving 53 Sahrdaya College | 31/01/2024
School Instructors of Engineering
1 Thrissur —
Driving School Caiiilyy tridtitng ot Tecbnology,
Instrictors programme on Road Safety 50 Thrissur 01/02/2024
and Youth Leadership
One-day training
Youth programme on Road Safety 40 01/02/2024
" Bt and Youth Leadership KMEA Engineering
imbriince One-day training College, Edathala
3 programme for Ambulance 33 03/02/2024
Drivers )
Drivers

iy
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s il Sog L No. of
District Target Group Training Programme Participants
KSCSTE -
One-day training 0?;1{;32‘;?;
3 Kozhikode Youth programme on Road Safety 45 02/02/2024
; (KSoM),
and Youth Leadership K
unnamangalam,
Kozhikode
One-day Training
Youth Programme on Road Ss.afety 60 St Thomas College 02/02/2024
and Youth Leadership o
of Engineering
% Rt & Technolo,
Educational One-day Training T — Karlgr};:lr
Institution Bus | Programme for Educational 43 ) " 103/02/2024
Drivers Institution Bus Drivers
Road Safety Youth WMO Arts and
5 Wayanad NSS Volunteers | Leadership Programme for 42 Science College, | 03/02/2024
NSS Volunteers Muttil, Wayanad
One-day training
Youth programme on Road Safety 38 _ 07/02/2024
and Youth Leadership ME S Ponnani
6 Malappuram College Ponnani,
Educational One-day Training Malappuram
Institution Bus | Programme for Educational 43 08/02/2024
Drivers Institution Bus Drivers
One-day training College of
Youth programme on Road Safety 63 Engineering 07/02/2024
and Youth Leadership Trivandrum
: One-day training Mar Baselios
7 Trivandrum Youth programme on Road Safety 45 08/02/2024
X College of
and Youth Leadership Engineeri
ngineering and
Educational One-day Training ( Autgfl?nl;lg:ij'l‘hi-
Institution Bus | Programme for Educational 24 ruvanantha 1;ram 14/02/2024
Drivers Institution Bus Drivers P
One-day training Fatima Mata
8 Kollam Youth programme on Road Safety 150 National College | 12/02/2024
and Youth Leadership (FMNC), Kollam
Rajiv Gandhi
Research Resilience and Institute of
9 Kottayam Youth Advwocacy on Road Safety 80 Technology; 13/02/2024
Kottayam
One-day training
10 Alappuzha Youth programme on Road Safety 89 gzﬁztznighai?ﬁa 13/02/2024
and Youth Leadership B ePR
One-day training College of
11 Idukki Youth programme on Road Safety 59 Engineering, 13/02/2024
and Youth Leadership Munnar
One-day training
Ambulance
Drivers programme tjor Ambulance 40 Wekith At and 13/02/2024
Drivers Science College-
12 Kasaragod ——
One-day training anhangac,
Youth programme on Road Safety 100 Kasaragod 14/02/2024
and Youth Leadership
KSCSTE - NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND RESEARCH CENTRE  QLITLD >°§E‘§
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District Target Group Training Programme ParI:Ii'z.i;)):mls
One-day training
Youth programme for Road Safety 50 13/02/2024
and Youth Leadership NSS College of
13 Palakkad P — Engineering,
_— ne-day training Palakkad
Drlwmg schosl programme for Driving 50 14/02/2024
nstructors
School Instructors
i Musalair College
: e day ratntog of Engineering
14 | Pathanamthitta Youth programme on Road Safety 75 & Techriol 14/02/2024
and Youth Leadership Path‘;;arrllftgigt}t(;

Training Course for Drivers of Vehicles Carrying Dangerous and Hazardous Goods

Government of Kerala accorded sanction to KSCSTE- years. The training intends to ensure employee’s safety,
NATPAC for conducting ‘Training Course for Drivers of reduce incidents and crashes, increase employee’s skills,
Vehicles Carrying Dangerous and Hazardous Goods. A  ensure environmental protection, preclude penalties and
certificate for the same is issued to participants on the reduce operating costs.

completion of training and this certificate is valid for 3 y
Hazardous
Training Date No. of Participants
Program
| 20.03.2024 |
1 51 - 32
22.03.2024

Road Safety Training for Various Target Groups

SLNo Program Details Date Venue

Traffic enforcement 7day training with road patrol
workshop

2 Road Safety Training Programme for Youth 13.02.2024 SD college Alappuzha

February 2024 Kerala Police Academy, Thrissur

1% (LTI KSCSTE - NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND RESEARCH CENTRE
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Exhibitions

Road Safety exhibition at the Global Science Festival Kerala (GSFK 2024), Life Science Park, Thonnakkal,

1.

2.

Thiruvananthapuram, 15.01.2024 - 15.02.2024
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Road Safety exhibition in connection with 36™ Kerala Science Congress, Kasaragod Government College,

Vidyanagar, Kasaragod, 08.02.2024 -11.02.2024.

Road Safety exhibition at the Educational Expo at P T M Group of Educational Institutions, Balaramapuram,

22.02.2024 - 23.02.2024.

Training/Invited Expert Talk

Laboratory demonstration for students of
St.Thomas institute for Science and Technology,
Trivandrum, at KSCSTE-NATPAC, Aakkulam, 22
February 2024. 48 students participated.

Five-day on job training and field practice on total
station and DGPS, for ITI surveyor students from
Attukal ITL, 11" - 15% March 2024. 25 students
attended.

Demonstration cum training of ARES commander
2024 for scientists, technical staff and project
fellows, 18" March 2024.

Workshop on Bitumen Rheology by Dr Sumit
Singh, Anton Paar for Scientists, Technical staff
and Project Fellows, 21* March 2024.

TransTech Talk Series

KSCSTE-NATPAC has initiated a technical talk
series entitled “TransTech Talk Series” focussing on
various aspects of Transportation sector.

The twelfth talk in the series was delivered online
by Prof. Krishna R Reddy, Professor of Civil and
Environmental Engineering, University of Illinois
Chicago (UIC), USA on the topic “Integrating
Sustainability and Resilience in Transportation
Engineering:  Challenges, Frameworks and
Applications” on 12" January 2024.

KSCSTE - NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND RESEARCH CENTRE QUL

The thirteenth talk in the series was delivered
online by Prof. Ashish Bhaskar, Professor of Civil
and Environmental Engineering at the Queensland
University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia on
the topic “Real-Time Simulation of Large Urban
Networks: Leveraging Big Transport Data” on 9™
February 2024.

The fourteenth talk in the series was delivered online
by Er.Suvendu Seth, Transportation Consultant on
the topic “Improving Road Safety on Indian Roads”
on 15" March 2024.

TransPedia Research Talk Series

TransPedia is a distinctive endeavour from
NATPAC, envisioned to promote research for
shared benefits, by disseminating knowledge on
diverse topics from cutting-edge technologies
to sustainable solutions. This also brings out a
platform for young researchers across the globe to
connect and interact to better shape the future of
research and development in transportation.

The sixth talk in the series was delivered online
on the topic “Proactive Road Safety Assessment of
Intersections through Microsimulation Approach”
on 24" January 2023 by Dr. Madhumita Paul,
Assistant Professor, II'T Kharagpur.
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The seventh talk in the series was delivered online on The eighth talk in the series was delivered online
the topic “Microsurfacing: A Sustainable Preventive on the topic “Transportation-Derived Quality of
Maintenance Treatment for Highways” on 28" Life, Equity, and Safety” on 27" March 2024 by Dr.
February 2024 by Dr. Nishant Bhargava, Assistant Gajanand Sharma, Assistant Professor, Ranbir and
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Birla Chitra Gupta School of Infrastructure Design and
Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) Pilani, Management (RCGSIDM), IIT Kharagpur.

Pilani Campus.

Participation in Workshops, Seminars/Conferences and other Training Programmes

Name of Programme Organised by Date (s) Participants
Seminars/Conferences
Smarter Fleet Management:
Real-Time Route Kinetica and Geospatial ; ;
Optimization and Alerts World Pl Gyl
with Kinetica
NIT, Calicut 12.02.2024 | NIT, Calicut
RAID 2024 13.02.2024 Shaheem §
National Conference on LBS Institute of 15.02.2024
Soils and Foundation Technology for Women, | & Dr Salini U
(SAF-2024) Poojappura 17.02.2024
RICS India - Built
environment in the new 01.03.2024 Hyat Regency, V § Sanjay Kumar, Dr.
era- vision of Kerala Face e Thiruvananthapuram Sunitha Vijayan
to Face Event
L Organised by Dr. Sam‘son Mathew,
- : Transportation 5 4 V § Sanjay Kumar, Arun
Collaborative Assessment s College of Engineering
- ; Engineering Research 02.03.2024 oy Chandran,
of Practical Issues in Trivandrum
Transportation” (CAPIT) Centre, College of R. Chandra prathap,
p Engineering Trivandrum Dr Salini U
Training Programmes
Hands-on training on
“Statistical Techniques 31.01.2024 - -
in Transportation CET 02.02.2024 CET DeSaltit ¥
Engineering”
Workshops
GIS Inmghts': Mapping ICFOSS,
Tomorrow with Open- . 18.01.2024 M § Saran
. - Thiruvananthapuram
Source Spatial Solution
1st User Workshop of II'T Bombay, BIT'S Pilani,
TUTEM: Technologies for | Hyderabad Campus, IIT Metro Rail Bhavan,
Urban Transit to Enhance | Kharagpur and Location | 01.03.2024 | Begumpet, Dr. Samson Mathew
Mobility and Safe Mind funded by Asian Hyderabad
Accessibility Development Bank
Webinars
18.01.2024
Geoenvironmental 25.01.2024 Dr. Salini U
Engineering webinar 01.02.2024 '
08.02.2024
UTTP Asia-Pacific
- together with UTP India L
Zero Emission Buses and UTTP Australia & 01.02.2024 Dr.Sanjai R |
New Zealand
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Launching of Indian ; e :
National Group of fib IS':d‘a? AS]SE“&,“"“ of | 67.022024 De HimumenBR
(ING- fib) ructural Engineers

Spatial Analytics in ArcGIS | ESRI India 21.02.2024 M § Saran
ArcGIS Geostatistical ESRI India 28.02.2024 M Saran
Analyst

Geospatial Artificial . . ”
Intelligence (GeoAl) ESRI Public safety Team | 06.03.2024 Dr.Anila Cyril
How to develop a network

-centric security approach | CISCO 19.03.2024 Dr.Sanjai R |
to defend against threats

GIS Basics Esri Training 18.03.2024 Dr.Anila Cyril

Publications and Presentations

Papers Published in Referred Journals

P R Himasree, Chaaruchandra Korde, Roger P West,
N Ganesan. (2024). State of the art report of bamboo
reinforced concrete structural elements. Magazine of
Concrete Research, Vol. 76, No. 2, pp. 55-68.

Ashwini Govekar, Lekhaz Devulapalli, Sunil Dighe,
Saravanan Kothandaram, Goutham Sarang and Sonal
Sunil Gupta. (2024). Assessment of microbial degradation
of various types of bitumen using FTIR. International

Journal of Pavement Engineering, 25:1, 2290658. https://
doi.org/10.1080/10298436.2023.2290658.

Conference Proceedings

Shaheem S, Radhakrishnan N, Mathew S. (2024). Mode
Choice Modelling of Different Categories of Work Trips
in Thiruvananthapuram City. Proceedings of SECON’23.
Lecture Notes in Civil Engineering, 381, pp. 251-269,
Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-
39663-2_20.

Publications/Presentation of Papers in Seminars/Workshops

Sl No. Author(s) Paper Details Date
DR Himasree, Atz 1, S,Tmthesxs, c’hamctenzattan and duri:brhty sWres of hybrid fiber
) reinforced high performance mortar”. International Conference 01.02.2024 -
1 Chaaruchandra Korde, Sarif N, . N : . B
e ot Tl on Sustainable Materials for Engineering Applications (ICSMEA 03.02.2024
2024), IIT Madras. (Published in proceedings)
Shaheem S, “A study on identifying traffic improvement measures at a median
5 Praveen P S, opening on NH 66 in Thiruvananthapuram city”. 36™ Kerala 08.02.2024 -
Adurthi N M, Science Congress, Kasaragod Government College, Vidyanagar, 11.02.2024
Abhiram M P Kasaragod.
Praveen P S,
Aahik KA, “A Case Study on Forced Gap Behaviour at Unsignalised Intersections
Leander G, = LS , 08.02.2024 -
3 y in Thiruvananthapuram City”. 36™ Kerala Science Congress,
Malavika R N, K 4 Gov t Coll Vid K d 11.02.2024
Nzl D, asaragod Government College, Vidyanagar, Kasarago
Shivani P §
£, : : » Lh
,Eameatary St i of CFT s e st 6 Kol | 00
Veena P Nair B 8 B VIS | 102,904
Kasaragod.
AR Al Poster titled “Performance Comparison of Low Volume Roads
5 Shitith P P Constructed Using New Technology and Conventional Method”. 08.02.2024 -
A i 36" Kerala Science Congress, Kasaragod Government College, 11.02.2024
Ann Lilly Thomas .
Vidyanagar, Kasaragod.
: Sajechia’s )(E;mpc;;'fo; of T:zi é’}enemn‘onlargd Izarkztng R;a)tes :;1 J'v‘;ha,;cart CI:It;eTs 12.02.2024 —
Shaheem S 2; alizrl';lt . Recent Advances in Infrastructure Development, 13.02.2024

KSCSTE - NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND RESEARCH CENTRE (LU LD
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Invited Talks/Media Interactions

Invited Talk

Name& designation

Mobility NewsLetter

of staff Topic/Particulars Event/Venue
Guidelines for the Design and faculty Developmf_:nt Programmf: on
: ; Recent Advances in Transportation
1 Construction of Pavements using ; 2n 41\ 16.01.2024
7 Geotechnics (ReATraG24)”, College of
Natural Geotextiles TR :
Engineering Trivandrum
Techsynod’24, organized by Mohandas
2 Sustainable Transportation College of Engineering and Technology, 25.01.2024
Trivandrum
31 |Pretipe) Siaicy E_nwronmental Concerns of Pampa Patopa cativention 06.02.2024
Mathew;, Director rver
4 Keynote Address World engineering Day Celebrations,
organised by the Institution of Engineers
N . (India) Kerala State Centre and 04.03.2024
Engineering Solutions for a : s ;
5 ; Marian Engineering College at Marian
Sustainable World S
Engineering college, Tvpm.
= T Inaugural speech, International
6 ﬁNJ‘;‘::’: ::ei?ence, Hagineeriog and Conference, Mahaguru Institute of 22.03.2024
8 Technology, Kayamkulam
Shaheem §, Principal . ) Recent Advances in Infrastructure
7 Scientist IR Development (RAID) 2024, NIT Calicut 13.02.2024
Road Safety Training for Teachers -
; : INSIGHTS , organised by Sree Chithira
8 ﬁsz do:é Zz:iters e Ensaiira g Tirunal College of Engineering at 19.02.2024
4 Govt. Pre-Primary Training Institute,
Manacaud
Forensic Investigation of Crashes &
9 Data Management & Data Mining 21'?51%024
Framework Training Program on Road Crash Data
Analysis and Investigation, Sponsored
Social Cost of Road Crashes and by the Ministry of Road Transport and 21.02.2024
10 Injuries, Crash Data Collection & | Highways (Transport Section), Govt. (AN)
) Legal Aspects of Crash Investigation | of India, New Delhi, Engineering Staff
V_S S_anjay I.(urr.lar, College of India (ESCI) at Hyderabad
1 Principal Scientist EDR data collections - Modelling 22.02.2024
and Simulation of Crashes (FN)
Observation of 53" National Safety
: Week organised by Thiruvananthapuram
12 g:‘;fﬁfj igfeﬁz"; Mot Lttt |1 robral Alrpont 04.03.2024
g 4 Thiruvananthapuram International
Airport
Road Safety Training for Teachers -
; ; INSIGHTS , organised by Sree Chithira
13 Esz do'; ];ij::wrs s Eusaring e daje Tirunal College of Engineering at 16.03.2024
4 Govt. Pre-Primary Training Institute,
Manacaud
14 Jegan Bharath Kumar | Emerging sustainable Pavement Engineers at Highway Research Station 08.02.2024
A, Scientist Technologies and Carbon Foot print | (HRS), Chennai o
15 Chandra Prathap R, | Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement Highway Research Station, Chennai 08.02.2024
Scientist Technologies (Training TST-07) for PWD engineers o

KSCSTE - NATPAC
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Full Depth Reclamation -
16 A Sustainable Pavement Through online for LSGD AE association | 14.01.2024
Reconstruction Technology
Online FDP on Recent Advances in
17 | Dr.Salini U, Scientist | Practical Considerations of Subgrade | Transportation Geotechnics (ReATraG24) | 20.01.2024
at CET
3 HRS Training TST-07 ‘Green Highways’
18 Full Depth Reclamation (Batehu1), EChennai 08.02.2024
National Conference on Soils and
19 Co-Chaired the Plenary Session Foundations SAF-2024, organised by IGS | 15.02.2024
TVM Chapter and LBSITW
. I* Indian Conference on Disaster
20 D H Ima‘sree‘ R Sesssion Chair Resilient Infrastructure (I-DRI 2024), 9 =
Junior Scientist 08.03.2024
NIT Puducherry
Idea Pitching Competition conducted by
21 “Rack & Crack” Christ College of Engineering, Crowne 09.03.2024
Plaza, Ernakulam
Dr. Anila Cyril, Junior g KIT’s College of Engineering
22 i Industry advisory panel { Autonpimous) Kolhapas (Onling) 13.03.2024
Research Methodology for Social
23 Science: An Empirical and Practical | VTM NSS College, Dhanuvachapuram 09.03.2024
Approach
Dr.Sunitha Vijayan,
Junior Scientist Agriculture and Environment Nexus:
24 Exploring the Interlinkages between | Department of Economics, NSS College 27.03.2024
Agriculture Risk and Production in | Cherthala o
Kerala
Media Interaction
SIl.  Name& designation o e - ) :
No. of staff Topie/Particulars Media /Event Date
B¢ 160008 lgjwlmd -
1 (@ leeamo @D% 32 (ru0oleesgd AIR Kozhikode 10.01.2024
| . Share Auto in Kochi -
g, || SO Satiean AIR Kochi FM 14.01.2024
athew, Lirector scope and challenges
0d.af)my.@rd.s1l.m/1 emomyadQo ‘
3 s A 3 Samakalikam, Dooradarsan 23.01.2024

Other News

«  NATPAC organised New Year Celebration on 1st January 2024. In connection with the new year celebrations talk
red by Dr. M. G. Sasibhooshan.

KSCSTE - NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND RESEARCH CENTRE (LU LD s?'@f}
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»  Republic Day Celebration at NATPAC

I e A

« NATPAC observed Martyrs' Day on 30th January
s 2024.

o Post Graduate Students of Govt.RIT, Kottayam
' interacted with Scientists of NATPAC on 6th
February 2024.

» The Civil Engineering Division at the School of Engineering of the Cochin University of Science and Technology
(CUSAT) and the KSCSTE-National Transportation Planning and Research Centre (NATPAC) signed a
memorandum of understanding on 15th March 2024 to collaborate on research in various sectors.

10

The Mindu Burean

KOCHT

aving conducted a

survey and collaed

feedback from moto-
rists and residents of a dozen
local bodies in and around
Thrikkakara on the need o
develop roads in the reghon,
the Natlonal Transportation
Planning and Research Centre
(NATPAC) would hand over a
report on it to the Infopark
authorities in a month, in-
formed sources said,

This comes in the wake of
the Thrikkakara Development
Forum (TDF) and IT profes-
sionaks demanding develop-
meent of wider access roads to
Infopark, and also steps to de-
congest Collectorate Junction
and Seaport-Airport Road,

“The survey is in its kst beg,
folbowing which ridership de-
tails will be collied. This

ST KSCSTE - NATPAC:

NATPAC report on Thrikkakara road
development to be handed over soon

Survey to shed light on the need o build new stretches and structures like flyovers and underpasses 1o lessen stards at intersections:
transport master plan for the region keeping in mind the needs of T professionals who work at Infopark proposed

Net & smodth ri

creating trathc snarts

would shed light on the need
to develop existing roads o
build new roads and struc-
tures like flyovers and under

A

3 b0 InfGPark S0e very narow

passes o lessen snarls at inter
sections. A transport master
plan for the region can be de
veloped based on the owm

come of the survey report. It
coushd well be a hub-and-spola
moxlel around Infopark since
many more IT professionals
are set o worksenle in the
rea,” sounces said,

There is also a need for &i-
rect eastward and westward
connectivity from Infopark.
This would in tum lessen the
strain on the congested Sea-
port-Alrport Road, There is an
urgent need to develop the
road that was mooted a de-
cade ago, linking Chaklarapa
rambu on the NH bypass with
Seaport-Airport Road,

A flyover or underpass
would be needed at either end
to streambine traffic fow

‘Half-baked steps’

On its part, TDF oo is ready-
ing to step up campaign de-
manding steps (o decongest
the IT hub. *The govern-
ment’s propasal to widen Sea

port-Alrport Road s a wel
come  step.  Government
agenches must desist from
half baked steps like Hmiting
works to extessding the width
of the tarred portion at Collec:
torate Junction. A comprehen:
sive project s needed in this
regard,” said M.S. Anilkumar,
general convener, TDF.

The forum had Liunched a
campatgn to prevent the IT
hub becoming an accident
hub' since fatal and other
road accidents were taking
place owing to narrow and ill-
muaintained romds

The forum has been creat-
Ing awareness among stake-
holders about the chaos that
miight prevail when roads are
barricaded for the metro's
11.20-km Kakkanad extension,
It has also been spearheading
efforts to decongest Collecto
rate Junction by acting in tan-
dem with NATPAC

% (ATID KSCSTE - NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND RESEARCH CENTRE
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Cusat NATPAC join
hands for research

'transportanon plamung

Theﬂtndul!ureau
KOCHI .

The Civil Engineering divt-
sion at the School of Engi-
neering of the Cochin Un- -
iversity of Science and
Technology (Cusat) and
the National Transporta-
tion Planning and Re-
search Centre (NATPAC)

have signed a memoran-

dum of understanding to

- collaborate on research in

various sectors.
The two institutions will
join hands to carry out re-

_'searchmthe areas of wa-

ter, air, highway, engineer-
ing,

traﬁc__and

ments across various sec-

road safety, transport eco-
nomics, and management,
according to a release.

Topics

The agreement will help in
undertaking consultancy
projects as per require-

tors.

The research topics in-
clude economic feasibility,
public transport studies,
social and economic im-
pact analysis, transport
energy and pollution, wa-
ter transport, and innova-
tive transport system appli
cations.
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